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Myomectomy. — Martin (La Gynecologie, February, 1906) contrasts 
his mortality after radical operations for uterine fibroids (7.5 per cent.) 
with that after conservative myomectomy (5 per cent.), though he admits 
that in 4 per cent, of the latter class new tumors developed, requiring 
a second operation. 

The advantages claimed for myomectomy are avoidance of the 
premature menopause and the possibility of future conception. 

The writer has never observed the presence of subsequent endo¬ 
metritis, because he always uses the curette vigorously before opening 
the abdomen, or even resects the hypertrophied endometrium. The 
subjective condition of patients after myomectomy is the same as 
after supravaginal amputation, while mutilation is avoided. 

Suture of the Peritoneum after Vaginal Hysterectomy. — Schutze 
(Monatsschrift f. Geb. und Gyn., Bd. xxi. Heft. 3) refers to the accidents 
which have followed non-closure of the peritoneum, such as prolapse 
of omentum and intestine, and ureterovaginal and vesicovaginal fistula 
due to the pressure of rubber drains. Out of twenty-five reported 
cases, sixteen terminated fatally. He prefers to suture the stumps of 
the broad ligaments in the angles of the wound and then to unite the 
opposed peritoneal and vaginal edges with the same sort of sutures. 
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The Bacteriology of the Puerperal Uterus. — Little (American Journal 
of Obstetrics, December, 1905) has examined the lochial discharge in 
fifty consecutive cases. Examinations were made immediately after 
labor and on the third and seventh days of the puerperal period. The 
uterus was absolutely sterile in 92, 50 and 44 per cent, of cases respec¬ 
tively. If these cases are counted as negative in which the gonococcus 
was present the figures are 96, 72 and 67 per cent. The puerperal 
period was normal in forty and febrile in ten of these cases. In the 
normal cases the percentages of absolute sterility were 92.5, 62.5 and 
50 per cent. In the ten cases where fever occurred the percentage of 
sterility was 90, 40 and 20 per cent. The results were considered 
positive when bacteria were found only in Hegar’s preparations or cul¬ 
tures as well as when present in both. It was thought probable that in 
some of these cases contamination occurred and that the uterus is rarely 
sterile in a larger number of cases than these figures indicate. The 
streptococcus was found but once in the entire series in a febrile case 
on the third day, absent on the first and seventh. 

Laceration of the perineum occurred in eighteen of the fifty deliveries. 
In each case laceration was immediately closed and primary union 
resulted. The presence of a perineal wound had no influence upon the 
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uterine lochia. Laceration of the cervix was present in twelve cases, 
eleven of them being spontaneous labors. There was no evidence that 
these lacerations produced any effect upon the uterine lochia. Vaginal 
examinations under aseptic precautions had but very slight effect in the 
presence or absence of bacteria. Ten of the cases had operations 
and the streptococcus was found in one case where version was performed. 
In one delivered by forced labor gonococci were present. In the remain¬ 
ing eight, three were entirely free from bacteria, three showed gonococci, 
while two showed other germs. Leukocytes were observed, but in 
the act of destroying germs in the uterine lochia obtained in these cases. 

The Streptococcus Pyogenes in the Lochial Discharge of Normal Patients. 

—Schenk and Scheib (Zeit. j. Geburlshulje und Gynakologie, Bd. lvi. 
Heft 2, 1905) report the results of their examination of the lochial 
discharge of normal puerperal cases in the obstetrical clinic at Prague. 

More than one-third of all normal puerperal patients had on the 
seventh to the ninth day after confinement streptococci within the uterus. 
A portion of these germs were the streptococcus longus and a part of 
them the streptococcus brevis. In most cases these germs showed 
every characteristic of pathogenic streptococci. These streptococci 
flourish in contact with oxygen and are also found as anaerobic germs, 
although with decreased virulence. Many of these cultures were 
extremely virulent when injected into mice. Serum prepared from 
rabbits immunized with these germs agglutinated even when greatly 
attenuated, the streptococci taken directly from human patients. 


The Different Operations for Dilating the Cervix Uteri and Their Results.— 

In the Zeitschrift /. Geburtshulfe und Gynakologie, Bd. lvi. Heft 2, 
1905, Hemmerschlag reports his experience in the Konigsberg clinic 
with the different methods for dilating the cervix uteri. 

In 8000 labors it was necessary in 243 to dilate the cervix artificially 
giving a frequency of this operation of 3 per cent. 

The first method considered is that of using the body of the fetus as 
a dilator during delivery. This was done in one hundred and thirty- 
five cases of which one hundred and twenty-three cases were of version 
and twelve the bringing down of the feet in breech presentation. The 
indications for these operations were placenta prsevia one hundred and 
ten, infection eleven, eclampsia seven, premature separation of the 
normally attached placenta two, maternal disease two, pneumonia 
one, transverse position of the fetus one, and asphyxia one. The operation 
one, tranverse position of the fetus one, and asphyxia one. The opera¬ 
tion was undertaken when the cervix would admit two fingers and if 
necessary to secure this dilatation Hegar’s dilators or a tampon of iodo¬ 
form gauze was employed. The time occupied in concluding labor by 
this method varies from fifteen minutes to ten hours, with an average 
of two hours and fifteen minutes. In general when the feet can be 
brought through the cervix labor can be ended within two hours. In 
one hundred and thirty-five operations there were eleven maternal 
deaths, five from septic infection, three from anaemia, one from eclamp¬ 
sia, one from pneumonia, and one from cardiac disease. The morbidity 
was 38 per cent, and in 29 per cent, of the mothers there were consider¬ 
able lacerations of the cervix. In twenty-two of the mothers parame¬ 
tritis was present after labor, in twenty vaginal prolapse and in seven 



